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		Private inspection of international shipments has been used over the last half-century for a variety of purposes. These include prevention of capital flight and improvement of import duty collection, among others. The existing literature has failed to find much impact of these inspection programs on collected tariff revenue or corruption at the border. This paper explores the "facilitation" effect of private inspection programs on trade. The results indicate that private inspection has a positive and significant trade-facilitation effect. These programs raise import volumes for countries using them by approximately 2 to 10 percent. The findings here also suggest that the benefit of private inspection of imports may be associated with reforms and best practices applied by private inspection firms. Private firms' inspection of cargo may promote faster clearance times and process reliability, rather than improved tax collection. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: E-Business, Transport Economics Policy & Planning, Trade Law, Free Trade, Economic Theory & Research

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Velea,  Irina and Cadot,  Olivier and Wilson,  John S., Do Private Inspection Programs Affect Trade Facilitation? (December 1, 2010). World Bank Policy Research Working Paper No. 5515,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1734616
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Irina Velea (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Lausanne - School of Economics and Business Administration (HEC-Lausanne)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Unil Dorigny, Batiment Internef
Lausanne, 1015
Switzerland

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Olivier Cadot

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Lausanne - School of Economics and Business Administration (HEC-Lausanne)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Unil Dorigny, Batiment Internef
Lausanne, 1015
Switzerland
+41 21 692 3463 (Phone)
+41 21 692 3495 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					London
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				World Bank  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1818 H Street NW
Washington, DC  20433
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						John S. Wilson

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				World Bank - Development Research Group (DECRG)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1818 H. Street, N.W.
MSN3-311
Washington, DC  20433
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       74

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			      732

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  574,115

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       31 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    International Trade eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                International Trade eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              717

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           27,352

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Development Economics: Macroeconomic Issues in Developing Economies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Macroeconomic Issues in Developing Economies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              611

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           26,255

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Institutions & Transition Economics: Microeconomic Issues eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Institutions & Transition Economics: Microeconomic Issues eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              564

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,941

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Erik BerglÃ¶f at Institute of Global Affairs, London School of Economics and Political Science

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Emerging Markets Economics: Industrial Policy & Regulation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Emerging Markets Economics: Industrial Policy & Regulation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              378

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,310

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Erik BerglÃ¶f at Institute of Global Affairs, London School of Economics and Political Science

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Global Business Issues eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Global Business Issues eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              263

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,361

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Jonathan P. Doh at Villanova University - School of Business, Paul M. Vaaler at University of Minnesota, Twin Cities - Law School and Carlson School of Management

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Trading on Time

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Simeon Djankov, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Caroline L. Freund, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        On the Effect of the Internet on International Trade

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Caroline L. Freund
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Diana Weinhold
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Port Efficiency, Maritime Transport Costs and Bilateral Trade

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Ximena Clark, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    David Dollar, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Trade in International Maritime Services: How Much Does Policy Matter?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Aaditya Mattoo, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Carsten Fink, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Assessing the Potential Benefit of Trade Facilitation: A Global Perspective

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John S. Wilson, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Catherine L. Mann, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Trade Facilitation and Economic Development: Measuring the Impact

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John S. Wilson, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Catherine L. Mann, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Institutions, Infrastructure and Trade

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Joseph F. Francois
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Miriam Manchin
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Institutions, Infrastructure, and Trade

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Joseph F. Francois
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Institutions, Infrastructure and Trade

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Joseph F. Francois
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Miriam Manchin
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.115 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

