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		Abstract

		We survey Chinese adults, many of whom experienced the send-down movement as adolescents, to identify the impact of forced rustication on economic preferences. To distinguish the effect of being sent down from the effects of confounding factors corre- lated with the likelihood of send-down and the duration of stay, we exploit a discontinu- ity in the probability of being sent down resulting from the movementâ€™s unanticipated termination. We find that individuals that were sent down are more risk averse, more altruistic, and more likely to return othersâ€™ kindness. They are also less likely to sup- port redistribution policies or trust the government. 
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