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		The way 275 Danish municipalities organize 12 tasks shows a complex and changing pattern of market orientation. It is often discussed as an ideological issue; but we have failed to find a significant ideological factor in the pattern. However, factors belonging to four theories become significant: (f1) A modernization theory where the market is the new organization. (f2) A diffusion process, where the market starts in the biggest cities. (f3) A welfare coalition model, where diffusion is blocked if the median voter receives income from the public sector. (f4) A pressure theory, where municipalities use the market if they are forced to save. Finally, it is shown that the pattern in the Copenhagen metropolitan area is different from the one in the provinces.  
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