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		Abstract

		Rights are an essential part of a modern legal system.  This paper advocates rights based on a different kind of 'natural law,' rights which come not from God or externally from nature, but from human behavior - how our minds evolved. Under this approach, there are two kinds of truth: anthropocentric truth and non-anthropocentric truth.  Non-anthropocentric truths are the laws of physical nature and mathematics; they are unassailable truths that 'are true regardless of what we happen to think about them.'  Anthropocentric truths are 'truths that are true only because of the kinds of minds that we happen to have and the cultural worlds in which our minds developed.' This paper proposes that rights can be based on anthropocentric truths - that rights arose from human nature.  In particular, anthropocentric rights developed to deal with specific adaptive problems in the Environment of Evolutionary Adaptedness.  The fundamentals of rights derived from how our brains evolved with the details arising from how a particular culture reacted to how differing geography, ecology, and social conditions affected survival. Part II of this paper will introduce basic concepts of behavioral biology.  It will first discuss neuro-cognitive universals, the universal grammar of morality, and universals in the law.  Next, it will examine why cultural differences occur despite the existence of universal human behavioral traits, and then it will consider the selfish gene, a central characteristic of human behavior.  Subsequently, it will show how society and the social contract evolved as a means for survival. Part III will present a biological basis for rights.  It will first demonstrate the need for rights based on biological factors and introduce the sources of rights in human nature.  Next, it will discuss the biological basis of four kinds of rights â€“ property rights,  fairness rights, liberty rights, and equal treatment rights. The final part will illustrate how biological rights exist in different cultures. 
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