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		Abstract

		Women are one particularly understudied group of entrepreneurs. We know very little about female entrepreneurs, and our ignorance of this important demographic is a serious blind spot in any effort to increase the total number of entrepreneurs participating in our economy. What little we do know suggests that women are not nearly as active in the entrepreneurial space as they could be.  

This study attempts to address part of this knowledge gap. This based on data were collected in 2008-2009 from 549 respondents from randomly selected high-tech companies who were invited to participate. It compares the backgrounds, and experiences and motivations of men and women entrepreneurs.   

Our findings show that successful women and men entrepreneurs are similar in almost every respect. They had equivalent levels of education (slightly less than half earned graduate degrees), early interest in starting their own business (about half had at least some interest), a strong desire to build wealth or capitalize on a business idea, access to funding, and they largely agreed on the top issues and challenges facing any entrepreneur.  

The data also identify some small but potentially informative gender differences among successful entrepreneurs. For instance, motivations for starting a business differed slightly between men and women. The latter were more likely to cite a business partnerâ€™s encouragement as a key incentive to take the plunge. Women also were more likely than men to get early funding from their business partners. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Entrepreneurship, women

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Cohoon,  J. McGrath and Wadhwa,  Vivek and Mitchell,  Lesa, Are Successful Women Entrepreneurs Different from Men? (May 11, 2010).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1604653 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1604653 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						J. McGrath Cohoon

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Virginia  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1400 University Ave
Charlottesville, VA  22903
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Colorado at Boulder - National Center for Women & Information Technology  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					University of Colorado
Boulder, CO
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Vivek Wadhwa (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Center for Entrepreneurship and Research Commercialization, Pratt School of Engineering  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Durham, NC  27708
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Stanford University - Arthur & Toni Rembe Rock Center for Corporate Governance]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Stanford University - Arthur & Toni Rembe Rock Center for Corporate Governance  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Crown Quadrangle 559 Nathan Ab
Stanford, CA  94305-8610
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Lesa  Mitchell

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Techstars  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1828 Walnut, 3rd Floor
Kansas City, MO  64108
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				    4,886

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			   35,507

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			    3,516

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        9 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       17 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Entrepreneurship & Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Entrepreneurship & Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,304

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,637

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Entrepreneurship & the Social Sciences eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Entrepreneurship & the Social Sciences eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,161

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,621

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Labor: Human Capital eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Human Capital eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              852

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           19,664

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Women & Work eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Women & Work eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              830

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,400

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Labor: Demographics & Economics of the Family eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Demographics & Economics of the Family eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              732

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           17,162

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Sustainability at Work eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Sustainability at Work eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              564

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,633

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Gender Differences in Business Performance: Evidence from the Characteristics of Business Owners Survey

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Robert W. Fairlie
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Alicia Robb
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Gender Differences in Business Performance: Evidence from the Characteristics of Business Owners Survey

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Robert W. Fairlie
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Alicia Robb
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Firm, Owner, and Financing Characteristics: Differences between Female- and Male-Owned Small Businesses

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Alicia Robb
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    John D. Wolken
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Diana Project: Women Business Owners and Equity Capital: The Myths Dispelled

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Candida Brush, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Nancy M. Carter, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Gatekeepers of Venture Growth: A Diana Project Report on the Role and Participation of Women in the Venture Capital Industry

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Candida G. Brush, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Nancy M. Carter, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Kauffman Firm Survey (KFS) - Baseline/First/Second/Third/Fourth Follow-Ups: Study Metadata Documentation

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David Desroches, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Alicia Robb, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            A Comparison of New Firm Financing by Gender: Evidence from the Kauffman Firm Survey Data

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Susan Coleman
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Alicia Robb
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Characteristics of New Firms: A Comparison by Gender

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Alicia Robb
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Susan Coleman
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Meeting the Challenges of Designing the Kauffman Firm Survey: Sampling Frame, Definitions, Questionnaire Development, and Respondent Burden (Presentation)

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Janice Ballou, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Zhanyun Zhao, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Understanding Web Completion in a Survey of New Businesses (Presentation)

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Janice Ballou, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Tom Barton, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.095 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
