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		Investment-cash flow sensitivity has declined and disappeared, even during the 2007-2009 credit crunch. If one believes that financial constraints have not disappeared, then investment-cash flow sensitivity cannot be a good measure of financial constraints. The decline and disappearance are robust to considerations of R&D and cash reserves, and across groups of firms. The information content in cash flow regarding investment opportunities has declined, but measurement error in Tobinâ€™s q does not completely explain the patterns in investment-cash flow sensitivity. The decline and disappearance cannot be explained by changes in sample composition, corporate governance, or market power; and remain a puzzle. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: investment-cash flow sensitivity, financial constraints, credit crunch, measurement error

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: G01, G31, G32

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Chen,  Huafeng (Jason) and Chen,  Shaojun Jenny and Chen,  Shaojun Jenny, Investment-Cash Flow Sensitivity Cannot Be a Good Measure of Financial Constraints: Evidence from the Time Series (May 5, 2011). Journal of Financial Economics (JFE), Forthcoming,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1361277
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Huafeng (Jason) Chen (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Fudan University - Fanhai International School of Finance (FISF)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					220 Handan Road
Shanghai, 200433
China

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Shaojun Jenny Chen

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Connor, Clark, and Lunn Investment Management 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					2200 - 1111 West Georgia Street
Vancouver, V6T 1Z4
Canada

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of British Columbia (UBC)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					2329 West Mall
Vancouver, British Columbia BC V6T 1Z4
Canada

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      909

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    4,657

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   48,242

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       19 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       36 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    American Finance Association Meetings (AFA)

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                American Finance Association Meetings (AFA)

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           10,237

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,056

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Finance: Valuation, Capital Budgeting & Investment Policy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Finance: Valuation, Capital Budgeting & Investment Policy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,661

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,530

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        RenÃ© M. Stulz at Ohio State University (OSU) - Department of Finance

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    S&P Global Market Intelligence Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                S&P Global Market Intelligence Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,570

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           40,899

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Macroeconomics: Production & Investment eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Macroeconomics: Production & Investment eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,449

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,632

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Determinants and Implications of Corporate Cash Holdings

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Tim C. Opler, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Lee Pinkowitz, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Cash Flow Sensitivity of Cash

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Heitor Almeida, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Murillo Campello, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Why Do U.S. Firms Hold so Much More Cash than They Used to?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Thomas W. Bates, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Kathleen M. Kahle, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Why Do U.S. Firms Hold so Much More Cash than They Used to?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Thomas W. Bates, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Kathleen M. Kahle, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Bank Lines of Credit in Corporate Finance: An Empirical Analysis

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Amir Sufi
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Corporate Governance and Firm Cash Holdings

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jarrad Harford, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Sattar Mansi, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Corporate Financial Policy and the Value of Cash

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Michael W. Faulkender
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Rong Wang
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Is Cash Negative Debt? A Hedging Perspective on Corporate Financial Policies

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Heitor Almeida, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Viral V. Acharya, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.095 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

