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		Abstract

		This article argues that a key to sustainability is redirecting the law of economic development. From a historical perspective, sustainable development is an effort to integrate environmental protection and restoration with development. As a result, it is not possible to fully understand sustainable development unless we understand what development means. While that term is reasonably well understood at the international level, our closest analogue in the United States is not development in general but rather economic development.   

A great many recently enacted laws that move the United States toward sustainability can be understood as economic development laws. This article describes seven types of such laws.  Each type is explained, and examples are provided.  By better understanding these laws and their common characteristics, the article argues, we may better understand how to move more rapidly and effectively toward sustainability. 
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