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		Abstract

		In 1997, the Utah Supreme Court reversed Michael Doporto’s conviction for sodomy on a child, a sodomy Doporto committed on then seven-year-old Azure Wakefield, who was having a sleep over with Doporto’s daughter. The rape changed Azure’s life. She began to do poorly in school and tried desperately to distance herself from the girl who was raped by complaining about her appearance and using a different name while outside her home. However, the Utah Supreme Court found it necessary to grant Doporto a new trial because the trial court allowed two of Doporto’s other child victims to testify, thus causing Azure and her family to repeat a painful process that had already taken years of their lives.     

This Article argues the court should have allowed evidence of prior sex offenses to show the defendant’s propensity to commit such crimes. Part I critiques the new legal doctrine that emerged from Doporto. Part II chronicles the unique story of the Utah Supreme Court’s recent reversal of its own decision in Doporto by an emergency amendment to the rules of evidence and discusses where Utah law on other crimes evidence stands today. Part III then explains that the court’s amendment to the rules does not go far enough toward guaranteeing that propensity evidence is admissible in Utah sex crime cases. The Article concludes that the rules should be further amended to allow prior crimes evidence to show the defendant’s propensity to commit sexual assault cases. 
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