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		Abstract

		Presently, many multiemployer (or Taft-Hartley) plans find themselves in some difficulties. Although these plans once represented one of the great triumphs in labor relations in providing pension, welfare, and health benefits to unionized workers, these plans are now being challenged by a series of financial and demographic, legislative, and judicial developments.    

The health of these plans is extremely important as there are still some 10 million participants nationwide in nearly 1,500 multiemployer plans. Many of these workers are to be found in industries such as trucking, entertainment, construction, and retail (i.e., industries where employees frequently move between jobs in the same industry).    

Multiemployer plans face a challenging future based on financial, legislative, and judicial challenges. The hope is that by addressing such challenges and considering potential reforms, these historically-important plans will continue to provide needed employee benefits to covered unionized workers. 
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