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		Abstract

		Online social networking websites, such as Facebook, are growing in both size and popularity. These sites operate on the basic idea that users should openly share personal information with each other. The vast majority of this information is both personally identifiable and private in nature, generating a host of privacy concerns. One easily overlooked issue is how social networking sites, themselves, change their privacy policies after users have already shared personal information, fundamentally altering the way users can control their own information. After exploring the growth of online social networking and the increase in user dissatisfaction with social network privacy policy changes, this Note argues that federal regulation could help to create transparency and protect users against unanticipated changes in their ability to control their information. This Note also discusses the apparent disconnect between usersâ€™ privacy preferences and actual online behavior, exploring why this disconnect exists and its implications for the effectiveness of potential regulation. 
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