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		Abstract

		The universe of digital assets is vast, including email accounts, picture and video storage sites, social networking sites, domain names, games and related sites; professional sites and backups; as well as online banking and business accounts.  Moreover, digital assets go beyond online accounts to include your own personal or work computers, their hardware and software. If your clients are smart about their digital life, then they have numerous usernames, passwords, and security questions for their accounts.    

Trust and estates lawyers are increasingly helping to plan for the care of digital assets upon their clientâ€™s incapacity or death, providing advice concerning both the safekeeping of usernames and passwords and the disposition of the assets themselves.  Each of these issues requires different techniques from the estate planning toolbox.  Lawyers provide this planning for new clients, and they may often follow up with previous clients to ensure a periodic review of the disposition of these assets.    

This article discusses the reasons to engage in digital asset planning, the steps to plan for digital assets, the obstacles to planning for digital assets, and concludes by looking at what the future may hold. 
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