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		Using data on 24 teachers and 982 students from a 2006 survey of California high school economics classes, we assess the effects of student and teacher characteristics on student achievement.  We estimate value-added models of outcomes on multiple choice and essay exams, with matched classroom pairs for each teacher enabling random effects and fixed-effects estimation.  Studentsâ€™ own and peer GPAs and their attitudes towards economics have the largest effects on value-added scores.  We also find a substantial impact of specialized teacher experience and college-level coursework in Economics, although the effects of the latter are positive for the multiple choice test and negative for the essay test. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: economic education, teacher training

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: A21, I21

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Valletta,  Robert G. and Hoff,  Jody and Lopus,  Jane S., Lost in Translation? Teacher Training and Outcomes in High School Economics Classes (March 12, 2012).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2020745 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2020745 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Robert G. Valletta (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					101 Market Street
San Francisco, CA  94105
United States
415-974-3345 (Phone)
415-977-4084 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: IZA Institute of Labor Economics]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				IZA Institute of Labor Economics 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					P.O. Box 7240
Bonn, D-53072
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Jody Hoff

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					101 Market Street
San Francisco, CA  94105
United States
415-974-3230 (Phone)
451-974-2417 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Jane S. Lopus

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				California State University, East Bay - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					25800 Carlos Bee Blvd.
Hayward, CA  94542
United States
510-885-3140 (Phone)
510-656-8871 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       42

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			      732

		

		
		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       26 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Social Sciences Education eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Social Sciences Education eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           10,092

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           23,554

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Economics Educator: Courses, Cases & Teaching eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Economics Educator: Courses, Cases & Teaching eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,726

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,305

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Sam Allgood at University of Nebraska at Lincoln - Department of Economics

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Econometric Modeling: Microeconometric Models of Household Behavior eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Econometric Modeling: Microeconometric Models of Household Behavior eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              632

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,501

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Econometric Modeling: Microeconometric Studies of Health, Education, & Housing Markets eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Econometric Modeling: Microeconometric Studies of Health, Education, & Housing Markets eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              606

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,909

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Rotten Apples: An Investigation of the Prevalence and Predictors of Teacher Cheating

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Brian Jacob
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Steven D. Levitt
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Private School Vouchers and Student Achievement: An Evaluation of the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Cecilia E. Rouse
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Teacher Incentives

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Paul Glewwe, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Nauman Ilias, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Accountability , Ability and Disability: Gaming the System

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David N. Figlio
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Lawrence S. Getzler
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Accountability, Incentives and Behavior: The Impact of High-Stakes Testing in the Chicago Public Schools

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Brian Jacob
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Winning Isn't Everything: Corruption in Sumo Wrestling

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Mark Duggan
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Steven D. Levitt
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Market for Teacher Quality

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Eric A. Hanushek, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        John F. Kain, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Food for Thought: The Effects of School Accountability Plans on School Nutrition

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David N. Figlio
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Joshua Winicki
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Central Role of Noise in Evaluating Interventions that Use Test Scores to Rank Schools

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Kenneth Y. Chay, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Patrick J. Mcewan, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Does School Accountability Lead to Improved Student Performance?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Eric A. Hanushek
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Margaret E. Raymond
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.133 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
