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		Environmental advocacy litigation has become a significant aspect of environmental law implementation and enforcement in both Brazil and the US.  A difference however is immediately apparent:  in Brazil, most environmental advocacy suits are filed by public prosecutors while in the US, most such suits are filed by environmental groups.  Using an empirically-based contextual approach, this article explains why different approaches emerged in each country and analyzes the significance of the difference.  In Brazil, the legal framework for environmental advocacy litigation was forged by public prosecutors.  In the US, the legal framework emerged within a tradition of private enforcement of public law.  The analysis further shows that each approach in its context has strengthened environmental enforcement and public participation in environmental law. 
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