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		Abstract

		In recent years, I have experimented with using technology both in and out of the classroom walls, most notably by creating a popular Twitter-based component to one of my political theory courses. This year, however, I decided to do something quite radical and I did away with the medium-length essays I have traditionally assigned in my ancient political theory course â€” which cause a great deal of angst, donâ€™t offer opportunities for revision, and in which students show the least improvement over time â€” in favor of shorter, more dynamic writing assignments.  

The model I had in my mind was a sort of on-going, virtual symposium, and I decided to make use of Tumblr to afford students a venue for their ideas. I chose Tumblr as our blogging platform because it is quite easy to use and because it is social. In particular, with Tumblrâ€™s Dashboard, students are able to follow one anotherâ€™s blogs and easily comment, like, and reblog what their classmates are writing.  

The goal, ultimately, is to make students aware that political theorists can write for a larger audience, not just for a college professor who will read and then forget; I hope also to demonstrate that blogging affords immediate feedback and gives them opportunities to easily reevaluate their ideas and rewrite.  

This paper describes and evaluates the experiment of using Tumblr blogging in a traditional political theory course. 
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