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		Abstract

		Some prosecutors are dismayed by the U.S. Supreme Court's decision in Lafler v. Cooper.  This very brief (2,000 words) comment responds to a recent version of that concern.  Lafler held that a defendant who declined a plea bargain offer due to his attorney's incompetent advice, and was later convicted at trial, must be reoffered the original bargain as the first step in a remedy for denial of his right to effective counsel.  Some prosecutors worry that defendants will exploit Lafler to take a shot at trial while still keeping the plea bargain in reserve.   In four pages, I explain why they should not worry.  Lafler does not guarantee defendants a sentence based on the bargain, only a chance to present that bargain to a trial court that now knows (from the intervening trial) a great deal more about a defendant's case, and which has clear authority, after Lafler, not to vacate the post-trial conviction and sentence.  Further, few defendants will find it as easy as Mr. Cooper did to prove that his lawyer provided ineffective representation.  And in any case defendants will have to wait years, in prison, after a trial conviction to win a Lafler claim (usually in habeas litigation) and a chance to convince a judge to resentence on the bargain's terms. 
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