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		We examine which independent directors are held accountable when investors sue firms for financial and disclosure related fraud. Investors can name independent directors as defendants in lawsuits, and they can vote against their re-election to express displeasure over the directorsâ€™ ineffectiveness at monitoring managers. In a sample of securities class-action lawsuits from 1996 to 2010, about 11% of independent directors are named as defendants. The likelihood of being named is greater for audit committee members and directors who sell stock during the class period. Named directors receive more negative recommendations from Institutional Shareholder Services (ISS), a proxy advisory firm, and significantly more negative votes from shareholders than directors in a benchmark sample. They are also more likely than other independent directors to leave sued firms. Overall, shareholders use litigation, along with director elections and director retention, to hold some independent directors more accountable than others when firms experience financial fraud. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: independent directors, litigation risk, class action lawsuits, director accountability, reputation, boards of directors, corporate governance

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: G30, G34, J33, K22, M41

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Brochet,  Francois and Srinivasan,  Suraj, Accountability of Independent Directors - Evidence From Firms Subject to Securities Litigation (June 2013).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2285776 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2285776 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Francois Brochet

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Boston University - Department of Accounting  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					595 Commonwealth Avenue
Boston, MA  02215
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Suraj Srinivasan (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Harvard Business School  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Soldiers Field
Boston, MA  02163
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Pages/profile.aspx?facId=10700
				

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				    1,033

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    6,905

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   32,253

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        2 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       33 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Financial Accounting eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Financial Accounting eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            3,566

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           18,573

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Ross L. Watts at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) - Sloan School of Management

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Finance: Governance, Corporate Control & Organization eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Finance: Governance, Corporate Control & Organization eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            3,252

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           34,097

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        RenÃ© M. Stulz at Ohio State University (OSU) - Department of Finance

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    S&P Global Market Intelligence Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                S&P Global Market Intelligence Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,570

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           40,900

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Managerial Accounting eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Managerial Accounting eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,161

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,367

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Ross L. Watts at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) - Sloan School of Management

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Accounting, Corporate Governance, Law & Institutions eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Accounting, Corporate Governance, Law & Institutions eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,780

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,788

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Vernon J. Richardson at University of Arkansas at Fayetteville

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Governance & Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Governance & Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,091

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           10,772

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Lucian A. Bebchuk at Harvard Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Governance: Actors & Players eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Governance: Actors & Players eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              726

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,425

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Lucian A. Bebchuk at Harvard Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Econometric Modeling: Corporate Finance & Governance eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Econometric Modeling: Corporate Finance & Governance eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              653

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,432

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Strategy & Organizational Behavior eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Strategy & Organizational Behavior eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              183

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,273

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        David C. Logan at California Medical Association (CMA) WellnessUniversity of Southern California - Marshall School of Business

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Corporate Governance and Shareholder Initiatives: Empirical Evidence

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jonathan M. Karpoff, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Paul H. Malatesta, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Shareholder Passivity Reexamined

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Bernard S. Black
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Impact of Shareholder Activism on Target Companies: A Survey of Empirical Findings

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jonathan M. Karpoff
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Shareholder Activism and Corporate Governance in the United States

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Bernard S. Black
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Motivation and Impact of Pension Fund Activism

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Diane Del Guercio
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Jennifer Hawkins
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Monitoring: Which Institutions Matter?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Kai Li, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Jarrad Harford, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Hedge Fund Activism, Corporate Governance, and Firm Performance

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Alon Brav, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Wei Jiang, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Does Coordinated Institutional Activism Work? An Analysis of the Activities of the Council of Institutional Investors

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Tim C. Opler
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Jonathan S. Sokobin
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Evolution of Shareholder Activism in the United States

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Stuart Gillan
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Laura T. Starks
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Case for Increasing Shareholder Power

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Lucian A. Bebchuk
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.094 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
