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		Abstract

		This Article reports on a set of roughly thirty interviews with federal magistrate judges.  The focus of the interviews was the impact of the Supreme Court case, United States v. Leon, on the behavior of magistrate judges.  Leon, famously, put in place the â€œgood faithâ€� exception for faulty warrants that were obtained by the officers in good faith.  The insertion of this exception diminished significantly the incentive for defendants to challenge problematic warrant grants.  That effect, in turn, could have diminished the incentive for magistrate judge scrutiny of the warrants at the front end of the process.  We do not find any indication of diminished scrutiny. What we do find, however, is a highly ritualized and formalistic process for the evaluation of warrants where calculations of probabilities are viewed through a legalistic rather than a pragmatic lens. 
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