

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Comments on Communications Act Modernization

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			7 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 4 Feb 2014
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Richard BennettRichard Bennett
High Tech Forum
Jeffrey A. Eisenach
NERA Economic Consulting; American Enterprise Institute
James K. Glassman
George W. Bush Institute
Bronwyn E. Howell
Victoria University of Wellington - School of Management
Justin (Gus) Hurwitz
International Center for Law & Economics (ICLE); University of Pennsylvania Law School
Roslyn Layton
Aalborg University, Department of Electronic Systems, Center for Communication, Media and Information Technologies
Bret Swanson 
Entropy Economics LLC


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: January 31, 2014

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		We, the undersigned scholars at the American Enterprise Institute's Center for Internet, Communications, and Technology Policy, respond below to your request for comments on your white paper on â€œModernizing the Communications Act.â€�  

Our comments are based upon two foundational points. First, the historical silo-based approach to communications regulation is inapposite to the modern communications ecosystem. Second, the Federal Communications Commissionâ€™s (â€œFCC,â€� or â€œCommissionâ€�) functions are largely duplicative of those of other agencies. It is therefore our view that Congress should revise the approach taken by the Communications Act, eliminate the silo-based structure and replace it with a technology-neutral, competition-oriented approach. Concurrent with this process, Congress should rationalize the Commission, apportioning the majority of its functions and resources to its sister agencies.  In particular, Congress should consider merging the FCCâ€™s competition and consumer protection functions with those of the Federal Trade Commission (â€œFTCâ€�), thus combining the FCCâ€™s industry expertise and capabilities with the generic statutory authority of the FTC.  More broadly, it is our view that many of the important functions and resources currently housed in the Commission can be redeployed â€“ not eliminated â€“ to yield a more coherent and streamlined regulatory edifice that would more effectively serve the goals of consumers, competitors, and Congress. 
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