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		We examine how chief executive officer (CEO) narcissism influences the interorganizational imitation of corporate strategy. We theorize that narcissistic CEOs are influenced more by the corporate strategies they experienced on other boards and less by the corporate strategies experienced by other directors. These effects are strengthened if the other firms to which the CEO has interlock ties have high status and if the CEO is powerful. Through longitudinal analyses of Fortune 500 companiesâ€™ decisions (from 1997 to 2006) related to the acquisition emphasis of a firmâ€™s growth strategy and the firmâ€™s level of international diversification, we show that narcissistic CEOs are influenced by corporate strategies that they witnessed at other firms much more than other CEOs. In addition, relatively narcissistic CEOs not only strongly resist the influence of other directorsâ€™ prior experience but also tend to demonstrate their superiority by adopting corporate strategies that are the opposite of what fellow directorsâ€™ prior experience would suggest. Our theory and results highlight how CEO narcissism limits directorsâ€™ influence over corporate strategy and influences CEOsâ€™ learning and information processing in making strategic decisions. 
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