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		Abstract

		State-level data are often used in the empirical research of both macroeconomists and microeconomists. Using data that follows states over time allows economists to hold constant a host of potentially confounding factors that might contaminate an assignment of cause and effect. A good example is a fascinating paper by Donohue and Levitt (2001, henceforth DL), which purports to show that hypothetical individuals resulting from aborted fetuses, had they been born and developed into youths, would have been more likely to commit crimes than youths resulting from fetuses carried to term. We revisit that paper, showing that the actual implementation of DL's statistical test in their paper differed from what was described. (Specifically, controls for state-year effects were left out of their regression model.) We show that when DL's key test is run as described and augmented with state-level population data, evidence for higher per capita criminal propensities among the youths who would have developed, had they not been aborted as fetuses, vanishes. Two lessons for empirical researchers are, first, that controls may impact results in ways that are hard to predict, and second, that these controls are probably not powerful enough to compensate for the omission of a key variable in the regression model. (Data and programs to support this comment are available on the web site of the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston.) 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: I18, J13

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Foote,  Christopher L. and Goetz,  Christopher F., Testing Economic Hypotheses with State-Level Data: A Comment on Donohue and Levitt (November 22, 2005). FRB Boston Working Paper No. 05-15,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=866864 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.866864 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Christopher L. Foote (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: Federal Reserve Bank of Boston]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Federal Reserve Bank of Boston  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					600 Atlantic Avenue
Boston, MA  02210
United States
617-973-3077 (Phone)
617-973-3957 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Christopher F. Goetz

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: Federal Reserve Bank of Boston]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Federal Reserve Bank of Boston  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					600 Atlantic Avenue
Boston, MA  02210
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      631

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    5,238

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   78,206

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       16 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				        8 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Federal Reserve Bank of Boston Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Federal Reserve Bank of Boston Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,192

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              609

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Power of the Pill: Oral Contraceptives and Women's Career and Marriage Decisions

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Claudia Goldin
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Lawrence F. Katz
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Impact of Legalized Abortion on Crime

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    John J. Donohue
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Steven D. Levitt
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Impact of Legalized Abortion on Crime

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    John J. Donohue
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Steven D. Levitt
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Roe V. Wade and American Fertility

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Phillip B. Levine, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Douglas Staiger, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            An Economic Analysis of a Drug-Selling Gang's Finances

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Steven D. Levitt
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Sudhir Alladi Venkatesh
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Career and Family: College Women Look to the Past

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Claudia Goldin
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            After the Epidemic: Recent Trends in Youth Violence in the United States

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Philip J. Cook
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        John H. Laub
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Abortion Legalization and Child Living Circumstances: Who is the "Marginal Child?"

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jonathan Gruber, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Phillip B. Levine, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Unobservables, Pregnancy Resolutions, and Birthweight Production Functions in New York City

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Michael Grossman
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Theodore Joyce
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Schooling and Labor Market Consequences of the 1970 State Abortion      Reforms

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Joshua D. Angrist
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        William N. Evans
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.126 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
