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		Abstract

		We use a unique data set on post-release behavior of former Italian inmates to estimate the effect of prison conditions on recidivism. By combining different sources of data we exploit variation in prison conditions measured by: 1) the extent of overcrowding at the prison level, 2) the number of deaths in the facility of detention during an inmate's stay and 3) the distance of the prison from the chief town of the province where the prison is located. By considering inmates who served their sentence in a jurisdiction different from the hometown in which they live after release, we can include province of residence fixed effects and account for the main source of unobserved heterogeneity correlated to prison conditions. We find that a harsher prison treatment does not reduce former inmates' criminal activity. The extent of overcrowding and the number of deaths do not decrease the probability to be re-arrested. Instead, we find evidence that the degree of isolation measured by distance from the prison of detention to the chief town of the province where the prison is located increases recidivism.   


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: crime, prison, deterrence

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: K42, J18

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	

























    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Drago,  Francesco and Galbiati,  Roberto and Vertova,  Pietro, Prison Conditions and Recidivism. IZA Working Paper No. 3395,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1136200 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1136200 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Francesco Drago (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Messina, CSEF & CEPR  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Piazza Pugliatti 1
Messina
Italy

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Roberto Galbiati

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Department of Economics, Sciences Po-CNRS  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					28 rue des saints peres
Paris, 75007
France

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Pietro Vertova

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Bocconi University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Via Sarfatti, 25
Milan, MI 20136
Italy

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      308

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    3,025

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   34,895

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       10 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       25 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    IZA Institute of Labor Economics Discussion Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                IZA Institute of Labor Economics Discussion Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            7,205

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           16,413

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Klaus F. Zimmermann at Global Labor Organization (GLO), Marco Caliendo at University of Potsdam

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Using Electoral Cycles in Police Hiring to Estimate the Effect of Policeon Crime

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Steven D. Levitt
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Effect of Education on Crime: Evidence from Prison Inmates, Arrests, and Self-Reports

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Lance Lochner
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Enrico Moretti
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Effect of Prison Population Size on Crime Rates: Evidence from Prison Overcrowding Litigation

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Steven D. Levitt
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Market Wages and Youth Crime

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jeffrey Grogger
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Juvenile Crime and Punishment

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Steven D. Levitt
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Why Do so Many Young American Men Commit Crimes and What Might We Do About it?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Richard B. Freeman
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Crime, Punishment, and the Market for Offenses

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Isaac Ehrlich
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Crime Rates and Local Labor Market Opportunities
In the United States: 1979-1997

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Eric D. Gould, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Bruce A. Weinberg, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Why Do Increased Arrest Rates Appear to Reduce Crime: Deterrence,       Incapacitation, or Measurement Error?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Steven D. Levitt
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Identifying the Effect of Unemployment on Crime

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Steven P. Raphael
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Rudolf Winter-ebmer
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.121 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
