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		Abstract

		We analyze venture capital (VC) investments in twenty-three non-U.S. countries and compare them to VC investments in the U.S. We describe how the contracts allocate cash flow, board, liquidation, and other control rights. In univariate analyses, contracts differ across legal regimes. At the same time, however, more experienced VCs implement U.S.-style contracts regardless of legal regime. In most specifications, legal regime becomes insignificant controlling for VC sophistication. VCs who use U.S.-style contracts fail significantly less often. Financial contracting theories in the presence of fixed costs of learning, therefore, appear to explain contracts along a wide range of legal regimes. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Kaplan,  Steven Neil and Martel,  Frederic and Stromberg,  Per, How Do Legal Differences and Learning Affect Financial Contracts? (November 2003). NBER Working Paper No. w10097,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=468784
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Steven Neil Kaplan (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: University of Chicago - Booth School of Business]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Chicago - Booth School of Business  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					5807 S. Woodlawn Avenue
Chicago, IL  60637
United States
773-702-4513 (Phone)
773-702-0458 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: European Corporate Governance Institute (ECGI)]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				European Corporate Governance Institute (ECGI)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					c/o the Royal Academies of Belgium
Rue Ducale 1 Hertogsstraat
1000 Brussels
Belgium

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Chicago - Polsky Center for Entrepreneurship 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Chicago, IL  60637
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Frederic Martel

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				UBS Global Asset Management  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Zurich, CH-8098
Switzerland
+41 1 235 56 93 (Phone)
+41 1 235 55 90 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				University of Lausanne IMD 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Quartier Chambronne
Lausanne, Vaud CH-1015
Switzerland

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Per Stromberg

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Swedish House of Finance]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Swedish House of Finance  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Drottninggatan 98
111 60 Stockholm
Sweden

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: ECGI]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				ECGI  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					c/o the Royal Academies of Belgium
Rue Ducale 1 Hertogsstraat
1000 Brussels
Belgium

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://https://www.hhs.se/en/houseoffinance/about/people/people-container/per-stromberg/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				CEPR  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					London
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://https://www.hhs.se/en/houseoffinance/about/people/people-container/per-stromberg/
				

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research you’d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      120

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    3,458

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   61,819

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       37 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    NBER Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                NBER Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           12,243

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           32,681

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Finance: Capital Structure & Payout Policies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Finance: Capital Structure & Payout Policies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,644

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           15,037

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        René M. Stulz at Ohio State University (OSU) - Department of Finance

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Entrepreneurship & Finance eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Entrepreneurship & Finance eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,253

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,166

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Entrepreneurship & Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Entrepreneurship & Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,131

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           14,324

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Empirical Studies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Empirical Studies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              659

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,797

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Financial Literacy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Financial Literacy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              372

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,555

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Annamaria Lusardi at Stanford University - Stanford Institute for Economic Policy Research

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Household Financial Planning eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Household Financial Planning eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              185

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,100

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Financial Contracting Theory Meets the Real World: An Empirical Analysis of Venture Capital Contracts

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Steven N. Kaplan
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Per Strömberg
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Financial Contracting Theory Meets the Real World: An Empirical Analysis of Venture Capital Contracts

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Steven N. Kaplan
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Per Strömberg
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Venture Capital and the Structure of Capital Markets: Banks Versus Stock Markets

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Ronald J. Gilson
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Bernard S. Black
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Money Chasing Deals?: The Impact of Fund Inflows on Private Equity Valuations

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Paul A. Gompers
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Josh Lerner
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Private Equity Performance: Returns, Persistence and Capital Flows

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Steven N. Kaplan
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Antoinette Schoar
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Private Equity Performance: Returns, Persistence and Capital

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Steven N. Kaplan
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Antoinette Schoar
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Returns to Entrepreneurial Investment: A Private Equity Premium Puzzle?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Annette Vissing-jorgensen
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Tobias J. Moskowitz
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Venture Capital and the Professionalization of Start-Up Firms: Empirical Evidence

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Thomas F. Hellmann
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Manju Puri
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Risk and Return of Venture Capital

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John H. Cochrane
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Risk and Return of Venture Capital

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John H. Cochrane
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright © 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.141 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

