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		Abstract

		This article suggests that the corn lobby, aided and abetted by the White House and Congress, has turned a pollution law into a program for subsidized profits. And, unfortunately, ethanol in gasoline is bad for the environment, too.  The author concedes that a renewable fuels program should be an important part of a national energy policy.  But it must be sustainable, and it should not be based on long-term government subsidies. The danger is that alternative energy programs are supported as a political substitute for programs that might actually reduce the growth of petroleum imports, because programs that might be effective are controversial.  For now, Congress has provided billions of dollars for ethanol producers by mandating that gasoline must have a renewable fuel content, robbing the government of the funds it needs to develop far more promising alternative energy sources. The article concludes that this is the reverse of Robin Hood; it robs the average American and gives the proceeds to agribusiness. 
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