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		Abstract

		We consider how much of the top end of the income distribution can be attributed to four sectors - top executives of non-financial firms (Main Street); financial service sector employees from investment banks, hedge funds, private equity funds, and mutual funds (Wall Street); corporate lawyers; and professional athletes and celebrities.  Non-financial public company CEOs and top executives do not represent more than 6.5% of any of the top AGI brackets (the top 0.1%, 0.01%, 0.001%, and 0.0001%).  Individuals in the Wall Street category comprise at least as high a percentage of the top AGI brackets as non-financial executives of public companies.  While the representation of top executives in the top AGI brackets has increased from 1994 to 2004, the representation of Wall Street has likely increased even more.  While the groups we study represent a substantial portion of the top income groups, they miss a large number of high-earning individuals.  We conclude by considering how our results inform different explanations for the increased skewness at the top end of the distribution.  We argue the evidence is most consistent with theories of superstars, skill biased technological change, greater scale and their interaction. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Compensation, Wage Differentials, Income Inequality, Corporate Governance

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: J31, J33, G3, H24, M52

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Rauh,  Joshua D. and Kaplan,  Steven Neil, Wall Street and Main Street: What Contributes to the Rise in the Highest Incomes? (July 2007). CRSP Working Paper No. 615, AFA 2008 New Orleans Meetings Paper,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=931280 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.931280 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Joshua D. Rauh

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Stanford Graduate School of Business  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					655 Knight Way
Stanford, CA  94305-5015
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Hoover Institution  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Stanford, CA  94305-6010
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Steven Neil Kaplan (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Chicago - Booth School of Business  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					5807 S. Woodlawn Avenue
Chicago, IL  60637
United States
773-702-4513 (Phone)
773-702-0458 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				European Corporate Governance Institute (ECGI)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					c/o the Royal Academies of Belgium
Rue Ducale 1 Hertogsstraat
1000 Brussels
Belgium

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Chicago - Polsky Center for Entrepreneurship 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Chicago, IL  60637
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				    3,212

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			   18,116

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			    6,628

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       45 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       14 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    American Finance Association Meetings (AFA)

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                American Finance Association Meetings (AFA)

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           10,238

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,056

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Finance: Governance, Corporate Control & Organization eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Finance: Governance, Corporate Control & Organization eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            3,252

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           33,852

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        RenÃ© M. Stulz at Ohio State University (OSU) - Department of Finance

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Mutual Funds, Hedge Funds, & Investment Industry eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Mutual Funds, Hedge Funds, & Investment Industry eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,981

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           17,550

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        RenÃ© M. Stulz at Ohio State University (OSU) - Department of Finance

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    S&P Global Market Intelligence Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                S&P Global Market Intelligence Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,569

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           40,681

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Executive Compensation

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Kevin J. Murphy
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Are CEOS Really Paid Like Bureaucrats?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Brian J. Hall
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Jeffrey B. Liebman
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Are CEOS Really Paid Like Bureaucrats?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Brian J. Hall
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Jeffrey B. Liebman
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Do Corporations Award CEO Stock Options Effectively

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David Yermack
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Other Side of the Tradeoff: The Impact of Risk on Executive Compensation

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Rajesh K. Aggarwal
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Andrew A. Samwick
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Good Timing: CEO Stock Option Awards and Company News Announcements

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David Yermack
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Good Timing: CEO Stock Option Awards and Company News Announcements

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David Yermack
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Use of Equity Grants to Manage Optimal Equity Incentive Levels

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John E. Core
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Wayne R. Guay
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Other Side of the Tradeoff:  the Impact of Risk on Executive        Compensation

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Rajesh K. Aggarwal
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Andrew A. Samwick
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Stock Options for Undiversified Executives

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Brian J. Hall
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Kevin J. Murphy
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.140 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

