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		Virtual worlds like Second Life are becoming important tools for, among other activities, socialization, social networking, entertainment, collaboration, and business development. These environments offer information systems researchers a unique opportunity to study how these environments are built and managed by operators, how they are used and misused by users, and the impact that they have on users, communities, organizations, and societies at large. This panel is designed to introduce the information systems community to this topic. We have assembled both academic and practitioners involved in building, managing, and using virtual worlds to discuss a roadmap for research on virtual worlds. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: virtual worlds, synthetic worlds, online games, virtual reality, human computer interaction, Second Life, World of Warcraft, research frameworks

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: D23, D70, D73, D83

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Mennecke,  Brian and Roche,  Edward M. and Bray,  David A. and Konsynski,  Benn and Lester,  John and Lester,  John and Rowe,  Michael and Townsend,  Anthony M., Second Life and Other Virtual Worlds: A Roadmap for Research (December 11, 2007). 28th International Conference on Information Systems (ICIS), 2007,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1021441
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Brian Mennecke (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Iowa State University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Ames, IA  50011-2063
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.bus.iastate.edu/mennecke
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Edward M. Roche

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Columbia University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					3022 Broadway
New York, NY  10027
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						David A. Bray

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Institute for Defense Analyses  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					4850 Mark Center Dr
Alexandria, VA  22311
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://bens.org/people/dr-david-bray/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Harvard University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1875 Cambridge Street
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.stimson.org/ppl/david-bray/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Emory University - Goizueta Business School  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1300 Clifton Road
Atlanta, GA  30322-2722
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://napawash.org/fellow/305629
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Defense University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Marshall Hall
300 5th Avenue
Washington, DC  20319-5066
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.ducoexperts.com/users/david-bray
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Forbes Ignite 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					New York, NY
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://vimeo.com/leaddoadapt/albums
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				University of Oxford 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Oxford
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.linkedin.com/in/dbray
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Benn Konsynski

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Emory University - Goizueta Business School  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1300 Clifton Road
Atlanta, GA  30322-2722
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						John Lester

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Linden Lab  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					945 Battery Street
San Francisco, CA  94111
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				ReactionGrid, Inc.  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1401 Parkland
Ft. Pierce, FL  33492
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://join.me/pathfinder
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Michael Rowe

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				IBM Corporation  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Anthony M. Townsend

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Iowa State University - College of Business  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Ames, IA  50011-2063
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				    2,998

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			   16,095

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			    7,859

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				        6 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    IO: Theory eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                IO: Theory eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              907

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           14,583

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Human Cognition in Evolution & Development eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Human Cognition in Evolution & Development eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              583

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,476

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Mark B. Turner at Case Western Reserve University - Department of Cognitive Science

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Cognition & the Arts eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Cognition & the Arts eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              532

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,555

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Mark B. Turner at Case Western Reserve University - Department of Cognitive Science

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Economics of Innovation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Economics of Innovation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              342

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           20,491

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Management of Innovation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Management of Innovation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              293

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,803

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    eBusiness & eCommerce eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                eBusiness & eCommerce eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              230

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,186

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Erik Brynjolfsson at National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER), John Little at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), Xiaoquan (Michael) Zhang at Chinese University of Hong Kong

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Sociology of Innovation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Sociology of Innovation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              228

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,429

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Information Technology & Systems eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Information Technology & Systems eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              217

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,883

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Carson Woo at University of British Columbia (UBC) - Sauder School of Business

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Laws of the Virtual Worlds

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Greg Lastowka
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Dan Hunter
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        On the Research Value of Large Games: Natural Experiments in Norrath and Camelot

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Edward Castronova
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        A Test of the Law of Demand in a Virtual World: Exploring the Petri Dish Approach to Social Science

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Edward Castronova
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Second Life and Other Virtual Worlds: A Roadmap for Research (Follow-Up Article to the 2007 International Conference on Information Systems Panel)

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Brian Mennecke, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        David Mcneill, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Attributions of Human-Avatar Relationship Closeness in a Virtual Community

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Yi Zhao, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Weiquan Wang, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.165 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

