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		In this paper we consider meta-economic principles, those principles which underscore the theoretical thinking of economics. Meta-economic principles are different from laws; they relate to the principles of theory construction, to the assumptions which are implicit in theory, to the constraints imposed on theories and to the analysis and scope of theories. We identify seven meta-economic principles; self-interest, the structure of incentives, minimisation of transactions costs, rationality and time consistency, individuals as economic agents, the pricing of everything and completion of markets. These are the principles which have spanned generations of economic thinking. To illustrate the role of meta-principles in economic theory, we consider a number of articles from the Journal of Political Economy. The testability of meta-economic principles is examined, both in terms of the normative principles adopted in economic theory, and in observed economic behaviour. 
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