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		Abstract

		This paper analyzes the lack of civic engagement in local government decision-making and the problems that result from it.  I consider one explanation as viewed through public choice theory: dominant special interest groups capture local governments for their own private interests.  Thus, average citizens are not only alienated from their local government, but they also find the barriers to entry into local politics too high for collective action and participation.  While at first glance this account seems descriptively accurate, public choice theory has normative limitations in explaining local governments because it fails to recognize these features of the local politics process as problematic (much less to offer any solutions).      

Therefore, I argue that we ought to reject this model of local government in favor of a model based on civic republicanism, which does offer a solution to the problem of civic disengagement.  Civic republicanism envisions local government substructures that provide meaningful opportunities for stakeholders to deliberate with one another regarding matters facing their community and correspondingly inform the local decision-making process.  In this light, this Article explores whether neighborhood councils - new substructures of local government that aim to involve citizens in policy- and decision-making processes - can improve civic engagement. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Civic Republicanism, Public Choice Theory, Civic Engagement, Public Participation, Neighborhood Councils, Deliberative Democracy

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: H10, H11, H19, H70, H72, H73, H77, H79, R50, R52

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	

























    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Parlow,  Matthew J., Civic Republicanism, Public Choice Theory, and Neighborhood Councils: A New Model for Civic Engagement. University of Colorado Law Review, Vol. 79, No. 1, 2008,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1014513
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Matthew J. Parlow (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Chapman University, The Dale E. Fowler School of Law]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Chapman University, The Dale E. Fowler School of Law  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					One University Drive
Orange, CA  92866-1099
United States
714.628.2649 (Phone)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      594

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    2,583

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   84,290

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				        5 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    State & Local Government eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                State & Local Government eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              187

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,776

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Nestor M. Davidson at Fordham University School of Law, Patricia Salkin at Touro University - Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Central Case Approach to Human Rights

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Tai-heng Cheng
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        What is This 'Lobbying' That We Are So Worried About?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Lloyd Hitoshi Mayer
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Attack on Marriage as the Union of a Man and a Woman

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Lynn D. Wardle
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            From Nondiscrimination to Civil Marriage

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Elizabeth Burleson
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Chaos, Law & God: The Religious Meanings of Homosexuality

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jay Michaelson
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Singapore's Culture War Over Section 377A: Through the Lens of Public Choice and Multi-Lingual Research

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jianlin Chen
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.078 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

