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		Abstract

		This article uses a Restricted-Use File of the 2001 Marital History Topical Module to the U.S. Census Bureau's Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP) to examine women's marital histories in relation to Social Security spouse and widow benefit eligibility.  To assess marital trends over time, the authors compare SIPP estimates to data reported in Iams and Ycas' 1988 article, "Women, Marriage and Social Security Benefits," which used the 1985 Marital History Supplement to the Current Population Survey.  The results shed light on important links between sociodemographic trends in marriage and Social Security beneficiaries.  Over three-fourths of women aged 40 to 69 in 2001 already had marital histories that guarantee them the option of a spouse or widow benefit at retirement.  However, a smaller proportion of these women would be potentially eligible to receive spouse or widow benefits compared to their counterparts in 1985 due to changes in patterns in marriage, particularly among younger women in the baby-boom cohort.  Notable shifts include rising proportions of currently divorced women without a 10-year marriage and never-married women. 
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