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		Abstract

		This database provides information on state managed care patient protection and liability laws, through Dec. 31, 2003.  Laws were identified first by researching existing compilations. Then, the original source for each law was obtained and reviewed to confirm, revise, or refine the content.  Independent research was done to fill in obvious or suspected gaps in these compilations. Also, regulators were surveyed in each state  to confirm and supplement information about these laws, in order to determine inaccuracies and missing information.       

This dataset focuses on the cluster of laws frequently contained in managed care "patients' bill of rights" laws enacted by the states beginning in the mid 1990s. Laws more typically found as part of basic HMO or utilization review legislation are not included. Some of these laws long predate the mid-1990s enactments or were enacted as part of other legislative packages, for example, any-willing provider laws, or definitions of medical necessity. For categories of laws that are tracked here, all such laws identified are included regardless of when and where they were enacted.    

For each of about 20 laws, and in each state plus D.C., the dataset indicates whether such a law exists, its effective date, and what version of the law the state has among various major variations that might exist. 
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