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		Abstract

		Therapeutic Jurisprudence has long recognized how important it is for lawyers to gain sufficient intra- and interpersonal skills, to develop psychological-mindedness and emotional competence in order to maximize healing outcomes for their clients.    

In the traditional helping professions - e.g. psychiatry, psychology & social work-supervision is a formal part of the training of professionals. Among their other functions, supervisors explore the interpersonal dynamics that arise in the clinical relationship between the supervisee and the client. They also help the supervisee understand how his own emotional and psychological make-up may affect those dynamics. Although the supervisee may often be aware of interpersonal obstacles and opportunities, just as often, he may not. Through exploration with a supportive, empathic, and insightful mentor, ideally, greater insight and thus, hopefully, enhanced clinical skill results.    

Clinical social workers, psychologists, psychiatrists and other mental health professionals, of course, receive extensive training in psychology and interpersonal dynamics. Thus they are able to draw from this knowledge base in developing greater self-understanding and in service of their therapeutic relationship with their clients. Law students and lawyers traditionally receive no such training, and no corresponding supervision or support. Yet to maximize their effectiveness as lawyers, they, too, are in need of such support.    

This article explores the challenges and opportunities presented for lawyers and legal educators and proposes feasible models for providing personal skills support-PSS - on issues involving self-awareness and interpersonal dynamics that arise in the lawyer/client relationship. 
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