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		The Iraqi Special Tribunal ("IST") failed to heal the wounds in Iraq resulting from years of atrocities under Saddam Hussein's regime.  Based on examples from the ad hoc international criminal tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda and the semi-internationalized tribunals in Kosovo, East Timor, Cambodia, and Sierra Leone, the IST had strong potential to achieve reconciliation in Iraq.  Nevertheless, the IST did not fulfill this potential and contributed the following prong to the accountability versus accommodation debate: if accountability is chosen by a regime to deal with previous perpetrators of human right abuse, then this choice will only further peace if the trials are perceived as fair and legitimate.  This article concludes that Iraq can stand to learn from other examples of transitional justice, including combining trials with truth and reconciliation commissions.  In addressing future post-conflict situations, the balance between country ownership and compliance with international judicial standards can best be achieved through the use of the International Criminal Court. 
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