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		Abstract

		Asia has truly experienced spectacular economic growth over the past 15 years. However, this economic progress has come at a high cost. It has led to unprecedented environmental consequences. Ecological footprint shows that, despite the fact that one-fifth of the population in Asia still lives on less than US$ 1 per day (PPP-adjusted), the region is already living beyond its ecological carrying capacity. The region is facing a dilemma. On the one hand, continued economic growth is needed to alleviate the poverty of the two-thirds of the world's poor living in this region. On the other hand, that economic growth will further place tremendous strains on the natural environment.    

In order to extricate itself from this difficult position, the region needs to shift the conventional pattern of "develop first and then treat the pollution" to a different trajectory of sustainable development. To that end, this paper examines a variety of policy responses, at national, regional and international levels, to deal with growing concerns about the environmental challenges in Asia in order to help to put the region on a more sustainable development path. In the context of national responses, special attention is paid to the following issues: coordination between the central and local governments, market-based environmental instruments and industrial policies, tougher emissions standards for mobile and stationary sources and fuel quality, policies to promote energy efficiency and the use of clean energy and biofuels, the integration of environmental policies with economic and sectoral policies, and engagement of the private sector through e.g., ecolabelling, green government procurement, corporate ratings and disclosure programs, and drawing the support of financial institutions to promote improved corporate environmental performance. It is concluded that having the right policy mix, coupled with strengthened cooperation at national, local and regional levels, will ensure continuing economic growth in the region without compromising its limited ecological carrying capacity and environmental quality. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Energy policy, Market-based environmental instruments, Asia

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: Q28, Q25, Q42, Q43, Q48

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Zhang,  ZhongXiang, Asian Energy and Environmental Policy: Promoting Growth While Preserving the Environment (January 31, 2008).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1094209 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1094209 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						ZhongXiang Zhang (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Tianjin University - Ma Yinchu School of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					92 Weijin Road, Nankai District
Tianjin 300072
China
+86 22 87370560 (Phone)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://ideas.repec.org/f/pzh243.html
				

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      576

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    4,282

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   86,870

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        3 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				      106 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Sustainability & Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Sustainability & Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              875

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           27,536

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Asian Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Asian Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              844

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,575

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Donald C. Clarke at George Washington University - Law School, Veronica L. Taylor at School of Regulation & Global Governance (RegNet)

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Politics & Energy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Politics & Energy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              678

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           14,307

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Environmental Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Environmental Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              636

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           22,407

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Socially Responsible Investment eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Socially Responsible Investment eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              625

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           18,402

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Development Economics: Agriculture, Natural Resources, & Environmental Impact eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Agriculture, Natural Resources, & Environmental Impact eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              589

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,161

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Development Economics: Regional & Country Studies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Regional & Country Studies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              584

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           26,934

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Agricultural & Natural Resource Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Agricultural & Natural Resource Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              526

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           20,406

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Environmental Law & Policy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Environmental Law & Policy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              374

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,006

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Holly Doremus at University of California, Berkeley - School of Law, Peter S. Menell at UC Berkeley School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Energy Law & Policy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Energy Law & Policy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              331

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,791

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Multilateral Trade Measures in a Post-2012 Climate Change Regime?: What Can Be Taken from the Montreal Protocol and the WTO?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Zhongxiang Zhang
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Multilateral Trade Measures in a Post-2012 Climate Change Regime: What Can Be Taken from the Montreal Protocol and the WTO?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Zhongxiang Zhang
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Energy and Environmental Issues and Policy in China

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Zhongxiang Zhang
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Open Trade with the U.S. Without Compromising Canada's Ability to Comply with its Kyoto Target

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Zhongxiang Zhang
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Why Has China Not Embraced a Global Cap-and-Trade Regime?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Zhongxiang Zhang
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The U.S. Proposed Carbon Tariffs, WTO Scrutiny and Chinaâ€™s Responses

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Zhongxiang Zhang
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The U.S. Proposed Carbon Tariffs: WTO Scrutiny and Chinaâ€™s Responses

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Zhongxiang Zhang
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Is it Fair to Treat China as a Christmas Tree to Hang Everybody's Complaints? Putting its Own Energy Saving into Perspective

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Zhongxiang Zhang
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Is it Fair to Treat China as a Christmas Tree to Hang Everybodyâ€™s Complaints? Putting its Own Energy Saving into Perspective

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Zhongxiang Zhang
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            China in the Transition to a Low-Carbon Economy

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Zhongxiang Zhang
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.093 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
