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		Medicare, particularly its managed care, matters. As Medicare's costs increase, Congress has responded by using incentives to encourage the Medicare population to use managed care. This leaves Medicare vulnerable to selection games by managed care providers, which, in turn, leaves the Medicare population subject to inadequate resources, patient dumping, and underutilization.     

Because Managed Care Organizations selection bias allows participating managed care providers to enroll healthy participants, many of the program's participants are left underserved and unprotected. To combat the prevalence of selection bias and its adverse consequences, the author advocates creating regulations that provide for specific services, centralizing marketing practices and standardizing benefits. In addition, the author discusses the how the application of the False Claims Act to managed care risk selection creates possibilities and problems, leaving open the question whether a vigorous implementation of fraud sanctions might deter risk selection. With increasing portions of federal government funds used to purchase Medicare managed care for the elderly, the nation cannot continue to accept Medicare's lack of services. 
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