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		While many have lauded the potential role of agricultural biotechnology in achieving food and agricultural security in the developing world,  this enthusiasm has been tempered by concerns over access to that technology being limited by intellectual property monopolies. This paper presents some of the initial work of the United Kingdom Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) research project, Patenting Lives,  which is examining the impact on cultural and economic development, of patent protection of life forms. The Patenting Lives Project is analysing whether further limitations are warranted on the intellectual property monopolies that may be created in living organisms, including plants/plant varieties and animals, in the context of genetic engineering, and this paper will present upon some of the work of the Project. In doing so, and as an alternative to patent protection, other potential means of effective commercial return for these technologies will be outlined. 
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