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		Abstract

		In Lawrence v. Texas, human dignity played a prominent role in the Supreme Court's constitutional decision-making. In some instances, the Court has decided cases based on the notion that human dignity underlies express and unenumerated constitutional guarantees; only by advancing human dignity do these Courts' decisions fulfill a particular constitutional right or guarantee. According to Whitman, the American notion of privacy is more akin to a liberty interest while the European notion is closer to a concern for dignity. As demonstrated herein, human dignity, so conceived, underlies our constitutional rights to privacy, liberty, protection against unreasonable search and seizure, protection against cruel and unusual punishment, and other express rights and guarantees. Nowhere did the majority mention a human dignity concern arising from the sixteen hour delay preceding the supervising officer seeking a magistrate's order for a search. The Court's opinion in Atkins focused on human dignity concerns arising from an evolved moral standard, a national consensus that it is morally wrong to impose the death penalty on mentally retarded. On the opposing side of freedom of expression, in libel/ reputational injury decisions, the dignity described by the Court differs somewhat from the human dignity described in the privacy/ liberty interest, Fourth, Fifth, and Eighth Amendment jurisprudence 
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