

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Great Expectations: Microfinance and Poverty Reduction in Asia and Latin America

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    ADB Institute Research Paper No. 15
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			31 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 28 Apr 2009
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by John WeissJohn Weiss
Asian Development Bank Institute
Heather Montgomery
International Christian University (ICU)


		

	
	
	
	
	


	
	
		
			[image: Multiple version icon]There are 2 versions of this paper
		
	


	
		
		

		
			
				

				
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									Great Expectations: Microfinance and Poverty Reduction in Asia and Latin America

								
							
							
							
								ADB Institute Research Paper No. 15
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 31
								
								
									Posted: 28 Apr 2009
								
								
							

							
							
								
								You are currently viewing this paper
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							  257
							
						

					

					
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									Great Expectations: Microfinance and Poverty Reduction in Asia and Latin America
									

								
							
							
							
								Oxford Development Studies, Vol. 33, Nos. 3-4
							

							
							
								
								
									Posted: 30 Apr 2009
								
								
									Last Revised: 04 Jan 2014
								
							

							
						

						
							
						

					

					
				

			

		

	

	


	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: February 2005

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		Microfinance institutions (MFIs) are often seen by aid practitioners as a manifestly effective means of improving the position of the poor. Despite this widely held view, detailed research studies have been much more guarded about the impact of MFIs. In particular, several studies have raised doubts about the effectiveness of MFIs in reaching the â€œcore poorâ€�. This paper surveys the evidence from Asia and Latin America and contrasts experiences in the two regions. Studies on the former have been carried out more â€œrigorouslyâ€�, but in both regions the evidence that microfinance is reaching the core poor is very limited. 
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