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		Abstract

		After September 1991, when the Republic of Armenia declared its independence from the Soviet Union, the country was held up often as a beacon of democracy among transitional countries.  This article uses the disputed 2003 Armenian Presidential elections and analysis of Armenia's constitution as lenses through which to assess the transition to democracy and adherence to the rule of law in Armenia.  Through analysis of the conduct of and events surrounding the elections of 2003 (and employment of personal and anecdotal narratives to give flavor to those events), the status of the Armenian judiciary, and relevant Armenian Constitutional provisions, I posit that, despite the wide-ranging changes in the legal and political landscape since 1991's independence from the Soviet Union, rule of law reform and the spread of democracy is largely superficial and formalistic.  Rather than enjoying democratic freedom and the protection of the rule of law following Armenia's independence from the Soviet Union, Armenians are experiencing a curtailment of liberty and the capture of the mechanisms of government.    

The article attempts to identify the reasons for the failure of Armenia's initially successful transition.  Among the endogenous and exogenous factors identified are:  Armenia's strategic geo-political location, pervasive corruption and clientelism, the balance of powers enshrined in the Armenian constitution, nationalism and the Armenian Diaspora, and multilayered and sometimes conflicting donor country motives.  While concluding that the factors are inextricably intertwined, thus making impossible assignment of blame to any single factor, the Article points to several fundamental mechanisms that may lead to rule of law and democratic reform. 
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