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		The verdict system in place in most countries utilizes a nominally exculpatory verdict (typically: 'not guilty', or 'guilt not proven') when the threshold for conviction has not been satisfied.  This verdict fails in two important senses:  for genuinely innocent defendants, it provides only a weak exoneration; for defendants who are probably guilty, but not guilty beyond a reasonable doubt, it is insufficiently inculpatory. This paper explores the possibility of rendering verdicts more discriminating and more informative by making additional choices available to the triers of fact. It begins by examining the Scottish system of three verdicts and finding it wanting in multiple respects.  The bulk of the paper explores how a system of four verdicts could work to communicate more effectively to the public about the likelihood of defendant's guilt or innocence and to bring legal sanctions to bear on those defendants whose guilt seems more likely than not.  The compatibility of such verdicts with traditional legal principles such as the presumption of innocence and the prosecutorial burden of proof are likewise examined. 
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