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		Abstract

		This paper seeks to address the potential for protection of indigenous knowledge in natural resources in Australia. In particular, the recent erosion of native title rights through the troubled connection to place is examined for its colonising imperative upon contemporary indigenous Australian culture and identity. In insisting upon an uninterrupted connection to the land, the application of federal statutes has encroached upon local community identity and denied its existence and integrity despite the ongoing self-identification of its members. This paper argues for a development of the concept of community beyond the physical attachment to place, towards the cooperative idea of community, a cohesion and inclusion that may be established through the customary oral forms of evidence of Indigenous claimants, rather than the restrictive historical documents of Western legal paradigms. 
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