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		Abstract

		The dilemma of constitutionalism in the age of global governance has elicited two dominant responses - one local and one global. On the one hand, those alarmed by the threat of global institutions of governance have sounded retreat into local constitutionalism as the only source of legitimate public power. On the other hand, a group of enthusiasts privilege the global realm of governance as overcoming the inherent limitations of local constitutionalism.  

After setting out these opposing views, this essay charts a middle course by joining constitutionalism and pluralism into an alternative to the purported choice between the local and the global. The essay then turns to the European Union, which figures prominently in this debate as perhaps the most advanced institutional embodiment of taking constitutionalism beyond the state. As the European Union matures, the question arises, which of these three approaches will it embrace in its own dealings with the world beyond its borders: local, global, or plural constitutionalism? 
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