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		Abstract

		The paper reviews the standard concept of the economic agent as featured in contemporary microeconomics, showing why the practice of economists does not equate this agent to a person, and why economistsâ€™ longstanding interests in â€˜individualismâ€™ and â€˜microfoundationsâ€™ should not be interpreted as suggesting otherwise. This provides the basis of an account of how economists should respond to widespread criticisms reflecting normative phenomenalism, the view that â€˜goodâ€™ scientific conceptual frameworks should describe manifest phenomena. The paper then discusses why and how (some) behavioral economists propose to modify agency in light of studies of people, in cases where normative phenomenalism is not assumed. This proposal is resisted on the basis of an argument against the view held by increasingly many behavioral economists that their program collapses into the ambition of the new â€˜neuroeconomicsâ€™ to identify and explain the processes by which brains comparatively value actual and prospective rewards. The paper argues that what it dubs â€˜neurocellular economicsâ€™, the programme of research initiated by Paul Glimcher, some of his NYU-based colleagues, and his current and former students, is importantly different in its implicit attitude to standard economic agency from a more reductionist version of neuroeconomics that has lately been stapled to BE in would-be service of a paradigm shift. Having explained why neurocellular economics preserves rather than challenges the standard concept of economic agency, the paper defends the continued use of that concept against calls for its replacement by objects and processes identified through psychological and neuroscientific observation. 
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