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		Abstract

		This article ‘chews the fat’ of the ‘Underbelly’ case and critically examines the decision of the Victorian Supreme Court of Appeal in General Television Corporation Pty Ltd v Director of Public Prosecutions [2008] VSCA 49. The article explores how the decision added to the list of categories where a court may derogate from the general principle of open justice. The limits of a superior court’s inherent power to derogate from the general rule of open justice are considered, and whether the inherent jurisdiction of a superior court includes the power to make an order against a named party which would constitute a contempt of court. Whether other authorities support the Court of Appeal’s decision to suppress publication of material which, if published, would constitute a contempt of court is also discussed. Given that there was potential public interest in the information imparted by ‘Underbelly’ and the suppression of its proposed publication negatively affected freedom of expression, the case was not as clear-cut as the Court made out. 
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