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		Abstract

		The possibility of the most significant restructuring of patent law in 56 years is growing increasingly likely. In January 2008, the Senate Judiciary Committee released a draft report on the Senateâ€™s patent reform proposal, Senate bill 1145. The draft report, described by one commentator as â€œcomprehensive and methodicalâ€�, sets the stage for final committee approval and debate on the Senate proposal later this spring.  

The current Patent Act was last substantially revised in 1952. While there have been a number of amendments and modifications over the last 55 years, it has become clear that U.S. patent law has struggled to keep up with the challenges of a technological and global marketplace. The number of patents issued by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) has increased dramatically over the last twenty years. This increase has been largely attributed to the growth of technology and the rise of the â€œbusiness methodsâ€� patents. However, this has also raised questions as to whether patents are granted too readily or the standards for obtaining a patent are too low. 
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