

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Forensic Accounting and Auditing United Again: A Historical Perspective

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    Journal of Business Issues, No. 2, pp. 15-25, 2006
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			12 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 18 Jul 2010
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by O. Ronald GrayO. Ronald Gray
Independent
Stephanie D. Moussalli
University of Mississippi-Patterson School of Accountancy


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: 2006

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		This paper is a historical review and commentary on the relationship of forensic accounting and auditing. In the early years of the accounting profession, when fraud discovery was acknowledged as being one of the principal objectives of the financial audit, forensic accounting was an integral part of mainstream accounting. During subsequent decades as the accounting profession attempted to distance itself from fraud discovery responsibilities, forensic accounting became identified as a specialized subset of the profession. Now, on the heels of many embarrassing corporate failures and passage of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act, forensic accounting is being reunited with the profession. Fraud discovery is again acknowledged as one of the principal responsibilities of the auditor and the tools of the forensic accountant are now being rediscovered. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: auditing, forensic accounting, history of accounting, fraud detection, Sarbanes-Oxley

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Gray,  O. Ronald and Moussalli,  Stephanie D., Forensic Accounting and Auditing United Again: A Historical Perspective (2006). Journal of Business Issues, No. 2, pp. 15-25, 2006,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1642100
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						O. Ronald Gray

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Independent  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Stephanie D. Moussalli (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Mississippi-Patterson School of Accountancy  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					PO Box 1848
School of Accountancy, Univ. Mississippi
University, MS  38677
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				    2,393

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    9,111

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   11,274

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       46 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Forensic Accounting eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Forensic Accounting eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              940

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              832

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    History of Accounting eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                History of Accounting eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              825

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              810

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Victor Ricciardi at Ursinus College

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Audit Committee, Board of Director Characteristics, and Earnings Management

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    April Klein
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Audit Committee, Board of Director Characteristics, and Earnings Management

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    April Klein
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Audit Committee Composition and Auditor Reporting

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Joseph V. Carcello
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Terry L. Neal
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Corporate Governance and Accounting Scandals

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Anup Agrawal
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Sahiba Chadha
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Audit Committee Characteristics and Auditor Reporting

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Joseph V. Carcello
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Terry L. Neal
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Earnings Management and Corporate Governance: The Roles of the Board and the Audit Committee

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Biao Xie, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Wallace N. Davidson, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Restoring Trust after Fraud: Does Corporate Governance Matter?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David B. Farber
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Board Characteristics, Accounting Report Integrity, and the Cost of Debt

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Ronald C. Anderson, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Sattar Mansi, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Does the Market Value Financial Expertise on Audit Committees of Boards of Directors?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Mark L. Defond, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Rebecca N. Hann, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.096 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

