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		Abstract

		Native American women have been known by various names over the past century: Indian princess, squaw, savage, whore – just to name a few – as well as countless other terms that have captured the imagination of European cultures without revealing even a hint of who these women really are. In recent decades, however, a trend has emerged whereby Native American women, alongside women of all groups, are being rewritten into history with more accurate depictions. Anthropologists and sociologists are studying women and their individual life histories to enhance our understanding of how a society functions as a whole. In the 1930s and 1940s, autobiographies captured by various ethnographers showed a glimpse into the void of the female societal sphere. Yet, it was not until the 1970s and 1980s that the scholarly movement expanded to properly account for gender and Native American studies. Since that time, many new accounts are revealing more truths and details of women’s lives. These accounts are not entirely rosy. While many Native American women stand out in history as strong and courageous individuals, the group today remains an oppressed minority. This article discusses examples of Native American women’s current status in American society. It looks at women’s role in the familial setting, as both mothers and grandmothers, and at their role in the larger society, touching briefly on the ability of Native American women to change their role by changing how their gender is perceived. This article considers Native Americans in the work place, and compares Native American women to the overall Native American and United States female populations in the workplace. This article concludes that Native American women, much as women in all minority groups, are working today to reinforce their roles at home and on the job, and to replace the stereotypes with reality. 
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