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		Abstract

		Slowly, the body of civil disputes that are guaranteed a right to a jury trial under the Seventh Amendment is contracting. It is doubtful that the amendment will ever be repealed, but its content is being chipped away and there is increasingly little distance left between the current interpretation of the amendment and no amendment at all.  

The agent of this erosion is the Supreme Court. If deeds speak louder than words, the message of the Supreme Court is that civil juries have, at best, a limited future. The Court writes frequently about the sanctity of the jury system, and a Justice occasionally laments the erosion of the traditional sphere of jury cases, but the Court nevertheless continues to exempt more and more cases from the scope of the Seventh Amendment.  

This Article examines the exception that now threatens to swallow the rule: the public rights doctrine. Under this doctrine, a potentially huge body of civil disputes, including virtually all administrative law cases, are exempt from the Seventh Amendment. Although the philosophical basis for the public rights doctrine is as old as the Constitution, its lineage suggests nothing to justify this exception. 
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