

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Cooking the Books: Recipes and Costs of Falsified Financial Statements in China

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			55 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 12 Nov 2010
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Oliver M. RuiOliver M. Rui
China Europe International Business School (CEIBS); affiliation not provided to SSRN
Michael Firth
Lingnan University - Department of Finance and Insurance
Wenfeng Wu
Shanghai Jiao Tong University - Antai College of Economics & Management


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: November 12, 2010

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		We examine the causes and consequences of falsified financial statements in China. Using bivariate probit regression analysis, we find that firms with high debt and that plan to make equity issues are more likely to manipulate their earnings and thus have to restate their financial reports in subsequent years. We also find that corporate governance structures have an effect on the occurrence and detection of falsified financial statements. There are significant negative consequences to financial misrepresentations. Restating firms suffer negative abnormal stock returns, increases in their cost of capital, wider bid-ask spreads, a greater frequency of modified audit opinions, and greater CEO turnover. We also find that firms located in highly developed regions suffer more severe consequences when they manipulate their accounts. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Falsified Accounts, Financial Restatements, Regional Development, Corporate Governance, Causes and Consequences of Restatements

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: G14, K22, M41

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Rui,  Oliver M. and Rui,  Oliver M. and Firth,  Michael and Wu,  Wenfeng, Cooking the Books: Recipes and Costs of Falsified Financial Statements in China (November 12, 2010).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1708148 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1708148 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Oliver M. Rui (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				affiliation not provided to SSRN 

			

			
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				China Europe International Business School (CEIBS)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					699 Hong Feng Road
Pudong
Shanghai 201206
China
86-21-28905618 (Phone)
86-21-28905620 (Fax)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://https://www.ceibs.edu/rui-oliver
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Michael Firth

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Lingnan University - Department of Finance and Insurance  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Castle Peak Road
Tuen Mun, New Territories
Hong Kong
China
+852 2616 8160 (Phone)
+852 2466 4751 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Wenfeng Wu

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Shanghai Jiao Tong University - Antai College of Economics & Management  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					No. 1954 Huashan Road
Shanghai, Shanghai 200030
China

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      327

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    3,040

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  170,284

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       15 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       26 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Financial Accounting eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Financial Accounting eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            3,566

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           18,574

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Ross L. Watts at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) - Sloan School of Management

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Finance: Governance, Corporate Control & Organization eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Finance: Governance, Corporate Control & Organization eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            3,252

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           34,098

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        RenÃ© M. Stulz at Ohio State University (OSU) - Department of Finance

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Emerging Markets: Finance eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Emerging Markets: Finance eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,946

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           19,385

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Erik BerglÃ¶f at Institute of Global Affairs, London School of Economics and Political Science

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Governance & Accounting eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Governance & Accounting eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,605

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,617

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Lucian A. Bebchuk at Harvard Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Governance: Disclosure, Internal Control, & Risk-Management eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Governance: Disclosure, Internal Control, & Risk-Management eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              945

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,073

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Lucian A. Bebchuk at Harvard Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Microeconomics: Search; Learning; Information Costs & Specific Knowledge; Expectation & Speculation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Microeconomics: Search; Learning; Information Costs & Specific Knowledge; Expectation & Speculation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              797

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,027

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Microeconomics: Welfare Economics & Collective Decision-Making eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Microeconomics: Welfare Economics & Collective Decision-Making eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              767

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           17,130

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Institutions & Transition Economics: Political Economy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Institutions & Transition Economics: Political Economy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              588

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,113

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Erik BerglÃ¶f at Institute of Global Affairs, London School of Economics and Political Science

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Institutions & Transition Economics: Firm Governance eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Institutions & Transition Economics: Firm Governance eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              567

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,132

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Erik BerglÃ¶f at Institute of Global Affairs, London School of Economics and Political Science

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Executive Compensation and Corporate Governance in China

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Martin Conyon
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Lerong He
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Executive Compensation and Corporate Fraud in China

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Martin Conyon
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Lerong He
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        CEO Compensation and Corporate Governance in China

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Martin Conyon
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Lerong He
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Corporate Governance and CEO Compensation in China

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Oliver M. Rui, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Michael Firth, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Executive Compensation, Firm Performance, and Corporate Governance in China: Evidence from Firms Listed in the Shanghai and Shenzhen Stock Exchanges

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Takao Kato
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Cheryl Long
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Firm Performance, Governance Structure, and Top Management Turnover in a Transitional Economy

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Michael Firth, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Peter M.y. Fung, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            How Ownership and Corporate Governance Influence Chief Executive Pay in China's Listed Firms

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Michael Firth, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Peter M.y. Fung, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Is China's Securities Regulatory Agency a Toothless Tiger? Evidence from Enforcement Actions

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Michael Firth, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Gong-meng Chen, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.128 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
