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		Abstract

		Tremendous controversy surrounds return of individual research results and incidental findings in genetic and genomic research on human participants. Researchers traditionally have not offered individual research results back to human participants. However, with increasing recognition of the potential health importance of those results (which may indeed be life-saving), scholars, researchers, and policy makers have begun considering under what circumstances results should be offered back to participants, what results would warrant this effort, and how it should be done.    

This article is a significant new consensus statement growing out of a workshop convened by the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute (NHLBI) at the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Thirty top researchers, scholars, and participants in the policy debate worked for over a year to reach agreement on 5 core recommendations. The group offers two recommendations addressing the criteria necessary to determine when genetic results should and may be returned to study participants, respectively. In addition, it suggests that a time limit be established to limit the duration of investigators' obligation to return genetic research results. The group recommends the creation of a central body, or bodies, to provide guidance on when genetic research results are associated with sufficient risk and have established clinical utility to justify their return to study participants. The final recommendation urges investigators working with identifiable research participant communities to engage those communities on the return of aggregate and individual research results. 
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