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		The free market reforms adopted by Mexico in the wake of the debt crisis of the 1980s and in connection with the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) have jeopardized the physical and cultural survival of Mexicoâ€™s indigenous peoples, increased migration to the United States, threatened biological diversity in Mexico, and imposed additional stress on the environment in the United States. Despite these negative impacts, NAFTA continues to serve as a template for trade agreements in the Americas. Unless this template is fundamentally restructured, future trade agreements may replicate throughout the Western hemisphere many of the economic, ecological and social dislocations experienced under NAFTA.     

Using Mexico as a case study, the article examines the impact of trade liberalization on indigenous peoples and on the environment. Critiquing Mexico's neoliberal economic reforms through the framework of environmental justice, the article highlights some of the theoretical and practical limitations of the theory of comparative advantage, which serves as the justification for the free market economic policies promoted by international trade and financial institutions. The article urges policy-makers to integrate trade, human rights, and environmental policy instead of criminalizing immigrants or militarizing the U.S.-Mexican border. The article concludes by using the paradigm of environmental justice to outline the elements of a more equitable and sustainable approach to international trade law and policy that supports the livelihoods of indigenous and rural communities and protects the planet's finite natural resources. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: immigration, globalization, World Trade Organization, North American Free Trade Agreement, World Bank, International Monetary Fund, agriculture, environment, biodiversity, environmental justice, trade policy, law and development, neoliberalism

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: F14, F15, F22, F34, N56, N76, O13, O15, O19, Q17, Q18, R14

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Gonzalez,  Carmen G., An Environmental Justice Critique of Comparative Advantage: Indigenous Peoples, Trade Policy, and the Mexican Neoliberal Economic Reforms (March 1, 2011). University of Pennsylvania Journal of International Law, Vol. 32, p. 723, 2011, Seattle University School of Law Research Paper No. 11-07,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1260048
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Carmen G. Gonzalez (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Loyola University Chicago School of Law]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Loyola University Chicago School of Law  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					25 E. Pearson
Chicago, IL  60611
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      924

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    5,329

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   47,155

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       28 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Law, Institutions & Development eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law, Institutions & Development eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,009

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,033

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Katharina Pistor at Columbia University School of Law, Kevin E. Davis at New York University School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Society: International & Comparative Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Society: International & Comparative Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              964

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           33,043

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Christiana Ochoa at Indiana University Maurer School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Sustainability & Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Sustainability & Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              874

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           27,593

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    International Trade eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                International Trade eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              714

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           27,402

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Labor: Public Policy & Regulation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Public Policy & Regulation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              698

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,958

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Environmental Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Environmental Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              634

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           22,539

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Human Rights & the Global Economy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Human Rights & the Global Economy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              619

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           10,433

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Wendy E. Parmet at Northeastern University - School of Law, Martha F. Davis at Northeastern University - School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law, International Affairs & CSR eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law, International Affairs & CSR eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              611

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,357

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Timothy M. Devinney at The University of Manchester - Alliance Manchester Business School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Human Rights & the Corporation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Human Rights & the Corporation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              599

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,412

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Timothy M. Devinney at The University of Manchester - Alliance Manchester Business School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Economic Inequality & the Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Economic Inequality & the Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              519

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,133

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Chris William Sanchirico at University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Latin American Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Latin American Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              410

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,758

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Sebastian Edwards at University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) - Global Economics and Management (GEM) Area, Denise Dimon at University of San Diego - School of Business Administration

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Environmental Law & Policy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Environmental Law & Policy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              374

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,034

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Holly Doremus at University of California, Berkeley - School of Law, Peter S. Menell at UC Berkeley School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Environmental Justice & Sustainability eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Environmental Justice & Sustainability eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              267

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,842

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Human Rights eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Human Rights eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                                5

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           29,660

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Effectiveness of the NAFTA Environmental Side Agreement's Citizen Submission Process: A Case Study of the Metales Y Derivados Matter

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Tseming Yang
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Power and Responsibility: Why Human Rights Should Address Corporate Environmental Wrongs

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Amy Sinden
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Genetically Modified Organisms and Justice: The International Environmental Justice Implications of Biotechnology

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Carmen G. Gonzalez
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Trade Liberalization, Food Security and the Environment: The Neoliberal Threat to Sustainable Rural Development

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Carmen G. Gonzalez
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Climate Change and Human Rights Law

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John H. Knox
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            China in Latin America: Law, Economics and Sustainable Development

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Carmen G. Gonzalez
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Climate Reparations

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Maxine Burkett
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Leading Towards a Level Playing Field, Repaying Ecological Debt, or Making Environmental Space: Three Stories About International Environmental Cooperation

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Karin Mickelson
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Myth of Public Participation in a World of Poverty

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Svitlana Kravchenko
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            South, North, International Environmental Law, and International Environmental Lawyers

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Karin Mickelson
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.111 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

