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		Abstract

		In this paper we ask how policy punctuations differ from each other and comprise different types of political change. We propose a three-point typology, which has as its first category procedural changes with unique unrelated policies within the same issue area. Within the remaining large policy changes, we identify major punctuations, which are associated with the expansion of the agenda, increased attention to issues in the media and in other policy venues, and minor punctuations, where large policy changes are not associated with high degrees of attention in the political system. The analysis uses data from the UK Policy Agendas Project on the policy content of Acts of UK Parliament between 1911 and 2008 to identify punctuations in UK law production. It presents descriptive statistics to determine whether punctuations cluster according to policy topic and type. Using evidence from the historical record and the data series, the analysis seeks to place each observation within the typology. The paper concludes that the typology has a more general application to other jurisdictions and time periods, and that attention to the historical record and qualitative studies of different kinds of punctuations can complement the analysis of aggregate data series. 
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